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Jacob Denner's Life and
Writings
by William Schroeder
I became aware of Jacob Denner during
the early 19705 in the then newly translated
edition of P.M Friesen's Mennonite
Brotherhood in Russia. Friesen was obviously
very impressed with Denner and states in a
footnote that his parents had a copy of
Denner's Betrachtungen. A few years later
while working on a biography of Menno
Simons my research led me to the church in
Altona and their "stalwarts in the faith'~ Gemt
Roosen and Jacob Denner. An article in
Mennonitische BlLUter suggested that Denner
needed more research On a recent trip to
Europe my wife and I made Denner a priority
on our agenda. Some of the materials are
located in libraries and art musewns in
Vienna, Berlin, Hamburg, Amsterdam and
Copenhagen.
Jacob Denner was born on September
20, 16591 in Altona, a village on the right
bank: of the Elbe River about two kilometres
west of Hamburg. His father, Balthasar
Denner (1624-1681), was a stocking weaver
and served as a deacon in the Dompelaar
(immersionists) Mennonite Church. Balthasar
Denner was one of a group of seventeen who
had separated from the Flemish Mennonite
Church in 1656 and formed a new
congregation. His grandfather Hippolytus
Denner, a Catholic from Swabia, had moved
to Altona where he had joined the Flemish
Mennonite Church 2.
Early in his life Jacob was apprenticed in
a textile plant where he learned the dyeing
trade. He became a Blaufllrber - one who
dyes yam in blue. Denner had very little
formal education, but he was an avid reader.
In his youth he preferred to read books on
astronomy and mathematics while as an adult
he read the entire Bible more than fifty
times.
Denner soon proved to himself and his
parents that he was capable of much more
than dyeing yam. Then as now, Hamburg had
one of the biggest and best harbours in
Europe, and numerous shipping companies
were located there. Several Mennonite

Jacob Denner 1659-1746
This copper engraving was made by G.C.
It was used as a
Pingeling in 1731.
frontispiece in all the posthumous editions
of Denner's BETRACHTUNGEN.

families, van der Smissen, Roosen and
Goverts also owned Ships. Jacob Denner
found employment as a personal secretary to
the captain of a Ship and in that capacity
travelled to Portugal, Spain, Italy and
Archangel. He also spent some time in
Moscow where he opened an office for the
shipping firm he was employed with.
Jacob Denner's life of travel and
adventure came to an abrupt end when his
father died on December 15, 1681 at the age
of fifty-seven. Jacob, who was now twenty-two
years old, felt that it was his duty to return to
his family in Altona.
In the seventeenth century, schools were
rare in Hamburg. Denner, being a very gifted
man, had gained a reputation for the unusual
quality of his hand writing. Consequently,
Denner opened his own school in Altona
where he taught calligraphy and lectured on
mathematics and astronomy.
In 1684 Jacob Denner married Catharina
Wiebe (1663-1743) from Lilbeck3. They had
seven children, six daughters and one son.
Jacob and Catharina raised a family of very
gifted and talented children and
grandchildren. Their son, Balthasar
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(1685-1749), and their son-in-law, Dominicus
van der Smissen (1707-1760), gained
international renown as portrait artists. Many
of their paintings are exhibited in art
museums in northern Europe.
The Dompelaar Mennonite Church was
not doing well when Denner returned home
to Altona. Because they had no ministers in
their group tbey were obligated to invite
ministers from a Lutheran Separatist Church
to preach in their services. In time some of
their members drifted back to the Flemish
Mennonite Church. They saw in Jacob
Denner a potential leader and consequently
approached him to become their pastor.
Jacob Denner was ordained as a minister in
the Dompelaar Mennonite Church on Saint
Michael's Day, September 29, 1684. During
the first three years of his ministry he
continued to teach in his school and to
preach on Sundays and holidays.
Jacob Denner had a long and active life
of service as a minister. He proclaimed the
Gospel of Christ with feat zeal and joy for
almost sixty-two years . Denner's sermons
were widely acclaimed and his services were
attended by people of all faiths represented in
the area: Mennonites, Lutherans, Reformed,
Catholics, Quakers and Separatists. His
presentation was captivating. His oratory was
hearty. His messages were gleaned from the
depth of the scriptures and were very
edifying. The nobility of Holstein and
Denmark as well as the crown prince of
Sweden, Adolf Friedrich, frequently attended
his services.
Since 1670 the Dompelaars bad used a
basement room on tbe Reichenstrasse for
their church services. The room was too
small, too dark and badly in need of repair.
On April 28, 1708, Ernst Goverts, a rich
merchant and deacon in the Flemish
Mennonite Church, obtained permission from
Christian V, King of Denmark to build a
proper church for Denner. A suitable site was
found on the east side of the Grossefreiheit.
Goverts paid 600 Thaler towards the
construction of the church and promised to
pay Denner an annual salary
of 500 Thaler. The new church could seat
300 people.
The Mennonite community experienced
severe hardships when Swedish forces
commanded by Count Magnus Gustafsson
(cont'd on p.2)
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Stenbock (1665-1717) invaded Holstein in
1713. During tbe night of January 8-9 tbe
Swedes burned 853 of 1546 homes in Altona.
The flemisb Mennonite Church, which had
been built in 1674, was also destroyed.
Denner's friendship with the Crown Prince
of Sweden paid off. The Dompelaar church
was spared. The flemish Mennonites used
Denner's churcb for two years while they
rebuilt their own.
The plundered city had to be rebuilt. In
March 1713 King Frederick IV appointed
Christian Detlev von Reventlow (1671-1738)
as president of Altona. His task was to
supervise the reconstruction program. The
rebuilding program progressed very well.
However, during this time Denner and his
church got involved in prolonged court
proceedings with Countess Benedikte
Margarethe Reventlow (1678-1739)5. The
Countess had made a substantial contribution
towards the construction of the Dompelaar
church in 1707. When Ernst Goverts died on
May 8, 1728 the Countess seized the title to
the church property and her husband
demanded that aU church records be turned
over to him. The church council refused to
comply with this demand. The dispute was
finally resolved when Balthasar Denner
promised to paint a portrait of the Countess
once a year. In return Jacob Denner was
allowed to preach in her church. In 1732
Count Reventlow resigned from his position
in Altona and moved back to Denmark.
When an opportunity presented itself Denner
purchased the church and asked his
congregation to provide the funds for the
annual mortgage payments.
Mennonites of the eighteenth and
nineteenth century were very fortunate that
competent individuals in Denner's
congregation recorded, translated and
published many of his sermons. There were
at least nine published editions of his book of
sermons, four in the Dutch language6 and
five in the German language. The first
edition, a set of eighteen sermons, was
published in Amsterdam and Danzig in 1706,
and the last edition was published in
Philadelphia in 18607. Denner's writings
exerted a significant influence in and beyond
the Mennonite Church. His sermons served
both as devotional reading and as material to
be read from the pulpit. For several centuries
Denner's writings served as models which
other ministers could use as they prepared
their own sermons.

Denner's unprecedented fame,
popularity and influence caused the Lutheran
clergy to hate him. They did everything in
their power to dissuade their parishioners
from attending Denner's services and from
reading his books. When Denner's first
book was pUblished in 1706 the Lutheran
minister, Daniel Severin Scultetus from
Hamburg, responded with his own book,
Wohlgemeinte Wamung an die Evangelishen
in Hamburg von der Gemeinschaft des
Gottesdienstes der Mennoniten. Scultetus (or
Schulze in German) was particularly annoyed
that so many Lutherans who could listen to
sermons prepared by educated ministers in
Hamburg would go to Altona where they
listened to a "Blaufarber's" sermons to learn
"the way of life" from him.
After the publication of Denner's
second book in 1707, Dr. George Heinrich
Gotze, superintendent of the St.
Marienkirche in LUbeck, attacked the
Mennonites in general and the two ministers,
Geirit Roosen (1612-1711) and Jacob
Denner in particular, in a series of eight
lectures which he held in his church during
the month of September,1707.
Finally, in 1731 after the first German
edition was published, Erdmann Neumeister
pastor of the St. Jakobi Lutheran Church in
Hamburg, warned his people in a book,
Anmerkungen ilher Jakob Denner's Postelle
betitelt, Einfaltige und christliche
Betrachtungen Uber die Jiihrlichen und
Heiligen Evangelia, nebst treumeynender
Wamung fUr derselben.
Despite all this criticism, Denner
continued to preach8. More people came to
listen to his message and many more read his
books.
On December 23, 1743 Jacob Denner's
wife Catharina died. They had been married
fifty-nine years. Eight months later, on
August 26, 1744, his grand-daughter
Catharina Denner died at the age of
twenty-nine. She was an accomplished vocal
soloist, violinist and pianist, and well on the
way to fame in the field of art. Her untimely
death was a great loss to the Denner family.
Jacob Denner preached his last sermon
on December 27, 1745. The topic he had
chosen was "The Good Shepherd". He died
two months later on February 17, 1746 at the
age of eight-six. Jacob Denner was buried in
the Mennonite Cemetery on the Grosse
Roosen Strasse in Altona.

Endnotes
1. October 1, 1659 Gregorian. The Gregorian

calendar was adopted in Hamburg about 1700.
2. There was a Mennonite church in Altona since
1601. The first membe~ were refugees from
various provinces in the Netherlands.
3. Her parents were Cornelius Wiebe and
Magdalena Wynand.
4. Places Denner served as pastor:
Altona, 1684 - 1687; Liibeck, 1687 - 1694;
Friedrichstadt, 1694 - 1698; Danzig, 1698 - 1702;
Altona, 1702 - 1712; Friedricbstadt, 1712 - 1715;
Altona, 1715 - 1746.
5. The Countess had donated large sums of money
for an orphanage and for Denner's Church. She
asked God to reward her kind deeds by protecting
her husband during the War of the Spanish
Succession (1702-1712). When Reventlow
returned unharmed they regretted the great loss of
money and tried to repossess the buildings.
6. The Mennonite churches in Altona used the
Dutch language until about 1830.
7. Denner's publications:
Eenige Christelyke Uitbreidingen over
verscheidene Schriftuur/ijke Tr:xu, Amsterdam
and Danzig, 1706.
JJYsheid des Heeren, Amsterdam and
Danzig, 1707.
Eenvoudige Predicatien, Amsterdam, 1707.
(The above two books were published as
one VOlume.)
Einfiiltige und christ/iche Betrachtungen,
Hamburg, 1730.
Einfiiltige und chrisdiche Betrachtungen,
Hamburg, 1739 and KOnigsberg, 1751.
LXXI Predication, Hoorn, 1771. (Ibis was a
second edition of the 1707 edition.)
Einfiiltige und christliche Betrachtungen,
Frankenthal am Rhein, 1792.
Jacob Denner's christliche und
erbaulkhe Betrachtungen, Philaelphia,
U.SA, 1860. (Centre for M.B. Studies has
one copy of this book)
8. In 1666 Bastlaan van Weeningen (1625-1697),
pastor of the Mennonite Church in Rotterdam,
criticized Denner again in his seven hundred page
book, Noodtiwendige Veraruwoordinge van
sevenrhien redenen.

Sources
Altona Mennonite Church Records (births,
baptisms, marriages and deaths)
Denner, Jacob. Betrachtungen. Philadelphia: King
and Baird, 1860.
Denner, Jacob. Leichenrede welche nach dec
Beerdigung der Catharina Dennern, gebohrnen
Wieben, den 5 Jenner 1744 in Altona gehalten
worden.
Freitag, Hans und Hans Werner Engels, AlJona
HambUT[;S SchOne Schwesu:r. Hambucg: Hamburg
Abendblatt, 1982.
Gool, Johan van, De Nieuve Schouburg der
NederlanJsche KunstschiIders en Schilderessm.
Gravenhage: 1751.
K1essmann, Eckart, Geschichte der Stadt
Hamburg. Hamburg: Hoffmann und Campe
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FAMILY HISTORY
GENEALOGY

AND

by AI[ Redekopp

QUERIES
Konrad: I am compiling information on
various Konrads who are descendants of a
small number by that name who migrated
from Prussia to Russia (mainly Molotschna)
and later to various daughter colonies. This
collection includes the descendants of
Wilhelm, Abraham, Franz and Heinrich, not
necessarily related.
Several descendants
migrated to the U.S. in 18705, others to
Canada, Brazil and Paraguay in the 19205
and after W.W.II. I would like to exchange
information with anyone who can provide me
with genealogical data related to the Konrad
clan. Contact: John Konrad, 4805 Meadfeild
Road, West Vancouver, BC V7W 3E6.
Giesbrecht: Who were the parents of Aron
Giesbrecht b. 1847? Aron was orphaned and
sent to live with a Sawatzky family. Aron
married Helena Neufeld in 1868 at
Kronsthal, Chortitza, Russia. Contact: AI
Ratzlaff, 15785 Hwy 22, Dallas, OR 97338.
Heinrichs: My great grandfather was Jacob J.
Heinrichs b. July 8, 1864 at Neuhorst, S.
Russia. He came to Canada in 1878 with his
father (Jacob Heinrichs) and grandfather
(Jacob Heinrichs). They settled in the R.M.
of Reinland, Manitoba. He married Helena
Wiens b. Dec. 12, 1869 in S. Russia. They
settled near the town of Plum Coulee,
Manitoba and moved to the Wymark,
I would
Saskatchewan district in 1906.
appreciate any information about my great
grandfather and his direct ancestors.
Contact: Gerald Heinrich, 2048 Rae St., Suite
8, Regina, SK S4T 2£5.
Peters: Searching for a friend of the past,
whose maiden name was Anneliese Peters, b.
1937, daughter of a Johann Peters and sister
of Rosi Peters b. ca.1941 and Hannelore b.
ca.1942. Anneliese immigrated to Canada in
1951 and had an uncle Peter Peters. It is
believed that the Peters family originated in
East Prussia. After the war I attended school
and church with Anneliese in RemscheidLennep.
Contact:
Doris
Mertens,
Kronnprinzenstrasse 9, 4130 Moers 1,
Germany. (in Gennan)
Kuban : Searching for a census or list of
residents of the Kuban especially from the
village of Annenfeld for 1865-1867 containing
the Eitzen and David Block families.
Contact: Donald R. Webster, 6101 Virginia
Ave. No, New Hope, MN 55243.

RECENT PUBUCATION
Maria Grafenstein Guenther. Guenther - A
Family History 1761-1992. (Cavalier, ND :
Chronicle Publishing Co., 1992) 162 pp.
The author of this book tells the story of
her husband, John Guenther, whose family
descended from Franz Guenther b. 1761 in
Prussia. John's immediate ancestors settled in
the West Reserve and helped create the
village of Schoenwiese, Manitoba in the
18705.
She describes some details of
everyday life of the early settlers -- their
homes, schools, churches, and their social
activities. She tells of her husband's move to
the United States and of their life together in
such diverse places as Louisiana, California,
New Jersey, South Carolina and North
The book contains maps and
Dakota.
photographs. Contact: Mary Guenther, Rt.
2 - 207 Bjornson Dr. #4, Cavalier, ND
58220.

BOOK NOTES
The Centre for M.B. Studies in Winnipeg
has recently received several genealogies.
These include:
Lydia Eck Cooper, The Andreas Decker
Family Record (North Newton, KS : Bethel
College Historical Library, 1959) 180 pp.
Katherine Hunt, The Andreas Decker Family
Record (Private publication, 1987)
Edna Nachtigal, compiler. Aaron Reimer
Genealogy 1775-1953. (Buhler, KS : Private
publication, 1953) 204 pp.
Sol H. Warkentin, Heinrich Warkentin 18241910 Genealogy. (Salem, OR : Private
publication, 1982) 209 pp.

East European Family History
The East European Branch of the
Manitoba Genealogical Society Inc. was
formed in 1990. In September 1992 they
published Vol. 1 NO.1 of the journal entitled,
East European Genealogist. A noteworthy
article prepared by Phil Klassen consists of a
listing of east European holdings in the MGS
Resource Centre in Winnipeg. For further
information contact: East European Branch,
c/o 420-167 Lombard Ave., Winnipeg, MB
R3B OT6.
In June 1992 another organization, called
the Federation of East European Family
Histories Societies, was founded. Its aims are
to facilitate the exchange of information
among organizations, institutions and
individuals. They have also published a
Newsletter, Vol. 1, No.1, in October 1992.
For further information contact: FEEFHS,
c/o Charles M. Hall, P.O. Box 21346, Salt
Lake City, UT 84121.

More on Bartsch
Ernie Toews, Calgary writes that he has
some additional information to add to the
Henry Schapansky article entitled, "John
Bartsch, the Deputy" published in the
Mennonite Historian, September, 1992.
Johann Bartsch's first wife Susanna
Lammerts died November 15, 1790. Johann
Bartsch's second wife was Helena Klassen of
Neuendorf born October 5, 1770 and died
February 16, 1823. They married in 1791
and had the following nine children: Helena
(b.Feb. 16, 1792 d. Nov. 1, 1828), Margareta
(b. Jan. 13, 1794 d. Mar. 15, 1852), Aganeta
(b. Nov. 3, 1795 d. Nov. 24, 1815), Jacob (b.
Dec. 12, 1797 d. May 24, 1877), Johann (b.
Oct. 23, 1800 d. Jan. 21, 1801), Katarina (b.
Dec. 1, 1804 d. Dec. 30, 1804), Anton (b.
May 19, 1806 d. Jun 13, 1806), and Katarina
(b. May 19, 1806 d. Jun 20, 1806). Abraham
Krueger who married Margareta Bartsch was
the maternal great-great grandfather of Ernie
Toews.
Henry Schapansky, Burnaby, writes that
Helena Klassen, Johann Bartsch's second wife
was undoubtedly the daughter of Anton
She was
Klassen, later of Neuendorf.
baptized while resident at Neustaedterwald in
1790 in the TIegenhager branch of the
Grosswerder Gemeinde. Anton Klassens
seem to have moved there from Koldau, just
prior to immigrating to Russia.

Genealogy Software
The Mennonite archival centres in
Winnipeg contain many genealogical holdings.
One of the reasons genealogical software was
developed by a committee of the ManitOba
Mennonite Historical Society, and is
continuing to be worked on, is to make this
material more accessible. This is especially so
for the primary sources.
Some primary sources have recently been
entered into a data base using this newly
developed software. To date nearly 10,000
individual records have been entered. Of
these, primary sources include 2,700 from the
ScMnhorst (Chortitza) Church records, 2,800
from 1776 Prussian census, 2,500 from 16th
to 18th century Prussian landholders taken
from land title records and fire insurance
records, and 1,000 from Old Colony
(Manitoba) Church records. The remainder
are from secondary sources or family sources.
This is a beginning of a central registry of a
large number of individual records.
At the annual meetings of the Mennonite
Historical Society of Canada, it was
recommended that all Mennonite archival
centres in Canada test and use this new
genealogical software this next year. At the
(cont'd on p.6)
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Peter Rempel is the Acting Archivist

BOARD OF COLONIZATION
~GRATIONRECORDSON

THE CONFERENCE MICROFILM
ARCHIVIST 1933-1993
Several years ago
by Peter Rempel
In 1933, in the midst of the Depression,
the General Conference of Mennonites in
Canada meeting in Gnadenthal, Manitoba
was convinced by a passionate presentation
on the need for the archives. The delegate
body affirmed the value of a Mennonite
archives and encouraged congregations to
send materials to it. Bernhard Schellenberg
of Winnipeg was appointed as archivist. It
was not a paid position - it was only a title
and a mandate.
But the cause of the archives received a
setback in 1940. Schellenberg had been
excommunicated by his home church and the
conference agreed that he could not hold an
official position in the conference.
Benjamin Ewert was designated as archivist
in the following year but he had very little
. time for the COllection of materials and
Schellenberg retained the materials he had
already collected.
Eventually Schellenberg packed them into
several dozen cardboard boxes and persuaded
a Mennonite family to store them in their
basement in Winnipeg's West End. Here the
young boy in the house found the piles of
paper-filled boxes to be an excellent target
for his wooden spears. I was that boy.
Schellenberg had offered to transfer the
collection to the conference for $6,000.00 but
the conference leaders felt that they could
not pay this price. But after Schellenberg's
health declined, the conference acquired the
archives.
The collection was culled by
Gerhard Lohrenz, the professor of church
.history at CMBC and brought to the college
where it was placed in a storage room.
Later on, Henry H. Epp of the
conference staff, re-organized the materials
along with the records produced in the
conference's head office. In 1974, Lawrence
Klippenstein was appointed as conference
archivist.
Gradually the conference improved its
care of the archives and expanded the
collection. Now it has its own large building,
several staff and a secure budget. It bas
become the Mennonite Heritage Centre. In
1993 we will celebrate the 60th anniversary of

the MCC Canada
deposited the registration forms for
immigrants who came to Canada under the
auspices of the Canadian Mennonite Board
of Colonization. The Board organized and
financed the immigration of thousands of
Mennonites from the Soviet Union to
Canada in the 1920's and from Europe and
South America after World War IT.
Information on the name, birthdate,
original place of residence, travel route was
recorded for each immigrating household.
These forms, about 4,400 for the 1920's and
5000 for the 194{)'s to 1960's, have frequently
been consulted for genealogical or official
purposes and their condition was
deteriorating. This valuable set of documents
has now been microfilmed as part of a
project coordinated by the Association for
Manitoba Archives and funded by the
The
Canadian Council of Archives.
microfilming was done at the Provincial
Archives of Manitoba. There are 20 roUs for
the earlier immigration and 16 rolls for the
post World War IT immigration.

-GROUP OF SIX" ART EXlllBIT
HERITAGE CENTRE GAlLERY
An exhibit of art by a "group of six"
Mennonite amateur artists depicting
Manitoba scenes is on display in the Heritage
Centre gallery until February. The Exhibit
includes paintings by Agnes Fast, Marlies
Friesen, Elsie Krueger, Marianne Peters,
Henry Regier and Peter Von Kampen, who
also coordinated the exhibit.
In February, an exhibit of sculptures by
Jake Goertzen will open in the gallery.

Inter-Mennonite Symposium
May 6-8, 1993

Canadian Mennonites
and the
Challenge of Nationalism
Place: Concord College
For more information contact:

Mennonite Heritage Centre
600 Shaftesbury Blvd.

Winnipeg, MB R3P OM4
or
Centre for MB Studies
1-169 Riverton Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R2L 2E5
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AT
TBECMBS
Organizational Changes
The CMBS has come under the
governance of a new board, beginning in the
summer of 1992. The previous Board of
Higher Education which was responsible for
operating the Mennonite Brethren Bible
College as well as the CMBS, was disbanded
after the July Convention and a new Board
of Higher Education was appointed. This
Board will be responsible for the Centre as
well as for inter-institutional relations and, in
a limited way, for Institute Biblique Laval in
Quebec. The Executive of the new Board,
which will carry the main responsibility,
consists of John Braun (Chair-Calgary),
Reuben Pauls (KamJoops), and Christine
The ongoing
Longhurst (Winnipeg).
operation of the Centre will continue to be
supervised by the Historical Committee,
which is operating under a new constitution.
The members are Helmut Huebert (Chair),
Christine Longhurst (Board representative),
Sarah Klassen, Harry Loewen, William (Bill)
Schroeder, Ken Reddig and Abe Dueck
(Director). The first meeting of this new
committee will be held on January 20.
Publications
Volume V
(1920-29) of the
Mennonitische Rundschau Index has recently
been published. Most of the initial indexing
of this period was done by students in the
19808 under a government student summer
work grant. The procedures were different
than those used later when Bert Friesen
became the indexer and consequently this
volume is considerably shorter than the
previous volumes. It will, however, also
prove to be an indispensable tool for research
in the Mennonitische Rwulschau.
Government Grants
The CMBS has received several grants
from government agencies to facilitate the
work of the Centre. Recently a grant of
approximately $1000.00 was received under
the Community Archives Equipment Grant
Program of the provincial government. The
equipment that will be purchased includes an
OCR text scanner system, a camera lens, and
a network card to link a third computer to
the network.
Earlier, the Centre received a grant of
$3,500 from the National Archives of Canada
for backlog reduction. Bert Friesen will be
employed under the grant to arrange and
describe the audio-visual collection in the
Centre.

JA Toews Historical Collection
Close to 800 volumes have been
transferred in recent months from the library
of Concord College (formerly the Mennonite
Brethren Bible College) to the JA Toews
Historical Collection in the Centre. These
volumes were primarily older books relating
to Mennonite history and theology, often
quite rare, and many were in the German
language. Quite a number of periodicals
were also transferred to the Centre,
augmenting the already significant collection
in the Centre.
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15.

Recent Accessions at CMBS
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Personal papers of Heinrich Regehr
(1898-1991), consisting of 12 files of
sermons and Bible study notes. (6 linear
inches) Courtesy of Walter Regehr.
Approximately 450 black and white
photographs from the Mennonitische
Rundschau office, used during the 19808.
William Neufeld research files collected
in the process of writing, From Faith to
Faith, 1989. (8 linear inches)
Records of Isaac Block, consisting of the
papers collected through his involvement
in a number of boards and organizations
- Bethesda Home (Vineland) 1966-73,
Vineland MB Church 1973-81, Ontario
MB Conference Executive and Board of
Spiritual and Social Concerns 1973-80,
Canadian MB Conference Board of
Faith and Life 1981-91, and MBBC
1981-91. (12 linear feet)
Records of Helmut T. Huebert related
to the Board of Christian Literature and

Studies in Canada

1-169 "'-1Dn __ WInnIpeg, e-ada R2l. 2E5

7.
Upcoming Events
Several major events are being planned
by the Historical Committee for the coming
year. A complete premiere performance of
the Thomas Jahn Song Cycle will be
sponsored in cooperation with the Music
Department of Concord College. Mr. David
J. Falk from Wilfred Laurier University has
been invited for the performance. He will be
accompanied by Elvira Froese, also from
Kitchener-Waterloo. The exact date will be
announced.
On May 21-23 an event called "Coaldale
Revisited" is being planned to take place in
Coaldale.
Many former residents are
expected to participate in a program of
music, stories, and analytical papers.
The Historical Commission of the
General Conference of MB Churches is
sponsoring a symposium on February 4-6 in
Fresno. The general topic is, "Mennonite
Brethren at Mid-Century." Abe Dueck will
present a paper on Mennonite Brethren and
the issues of peace and nonresistance.

Centre for
Mennonite
Brethren

16.

17.

18.

19.

the Historical Commission 1974-79. (8
linear inches)
Records of MB Communications 198289. (8 linear inches).
The History of the Church in Chorititza
by Johannes van der Smissen translated
by William Schroeder.
5 photographs from the 19408 related to
Winkler Bible School. Courtesy of
Wendelin Mann.
Complete set of Sunday Church
bulletins, 1991 - June 1992, the Yorkdale
Community Church, ON.
Records of the Secretary of the
Manitoba MB Conference 1984-86. (8
linear inches) Courtesy of Fred Wiens.
Two photographs of Mr. & Mrs.
Abraham Unger, Einlage, Russia.
Courtesy of Wendy Dueck.
Records of the Winkler MB Church
1886-1989. (9 linear feet)
Records of the secretary of the Manitoba
MB Conference Ministers and Deacons
committee 1975-81. (8 linear inches)
Two photographs of MB conference
delegates - Hepburn 1930, Virgil 1954,
and one photograph of a Paraguayan
Reunion in 1960. Courtesy of AC.
DeFehr.
Records of the Gospel Light Mission
(Winnipegosis, MB) 1962-69. (2.5 linear
inches) Courtesy of Dave Wiebe.
The reel-ta-reel tape collection and tape
recorder on Henry Voth (1905-1991),
consisting of Bible conferences and music
from radio ministries. Courtesy of Erica
Voth.
Personal papers of Sarah Reimer (nee
Penner & formerly Mrs. Sarah Goerzen),
consisting of a 1925 diary of Aron Henry
Goerzen (her first husband), Russian
passports, handwritten songbooks,
autobiography of Gerhard P. Reimer
(her second husband), and several
published books. Courtesy of Katherine
Jantz.
Genealogical collection of Katie Peters
consisting of 15 volumes and 30 files. (2
linear feet) Courtesy of K. Peters.
Six books of hymns or choral music used
by the Kitchener MB Church. Courtesy
of Peter Letkemann.
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Verlag, 1985.
Mannhardl, H. G., "Geschichte der Predigt in
den deutschen Mennoniten Gemeinden."
Mennonitische Bliitter, (February 1891): 28-29.
Munle, Heinz, Das AlJonaer Handlun&Shaus van
der Smissen 1682-1824. Altona: Hammerich und
Lesser, 1932.
Roosen, Berend Carl, Gerhard Roosen. Hamburg:
1854.
Roosen, Berend Carl, Geschichte der MennoniJen
Gemeinde zu Hamburg WId AlJona. Hamburg:
H.D. Versiehl, Ersle HaUte 1886, Zweite Halfte
1887.
Smissen, Heinrich van der, "Vergangene und
vergessene Streitschriften wider die Mennoniten."
Mennonitische Bliitter, (September 1880): 70-72.
Whaley, Joachim. Religious Toleration and Social
Change in Hamburg 1529-1819. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1985.

William Schroeder is a retired school teacher
and a volunteer at CMBS.

APPEAL FOR FUNDS
A Dutch Mennonite group is appealing
for funds to renovate a guesthouse caUed
Fredesheim
in preparation for the
quincentenary birthday celebrations ofMenno
Simons in 1996.
The house is located approximately 65
kilometres (40 miles) from Witmarsumj
Pinjum and has room for quite a number of
guests. Those interested in donating or
desiring more information should write to:
Fredesheim, Eiderberg 2,
8346 KJ De Bult near Steenwijk,
The Netberlands

Genealogy Software

(cont'd from p.3)

same time it is recommended that individuals
also use this software and share tbeir data, in
this standardized format, by depositing it in
the central registry. These individuals can
then use tbe data in this central registry. It is
only in tbis way tbat a large data base for
genealogical research can be establisbed. We
need the participation of bundreds of
individuals.
Therefore, it is urged that aU genealogists
who are working with the computer as a tool
for research and compilation, consider using
this software. For further details, please
write to tbe Centre for M.B. Studies, 169
Riverton Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R2L 2E5.

Dr. Reinhild Janzen Festival
The Mennonite Heritage Village Museum
wiU sponsor severallectures/Workshops by Dr.
Reinhild Janzen, from North Newton, KS, in
February. On February 12 at 7:30p.m. she
wiU give a general lecture on the Material
Culture of the Mennonites. On February 13
at 2:00p.m. she will focus on the Mennonites
in Manitoba. A workshop will follow the
presentation.

1992 John Horsch Essay Contest Results
Tho of tbe first place winners of this
year's essay contest were canadians. They
were Tammy Sutherland of Winnipeg, MB,
with an essay entitled, "Tbe Status of Women
in Anabaptism: The Early Movement and
Today," and Joel Dick: of Leamington, ON,
with an essay entitled, "Communion."

···~~r
,

,,::

Mennonite Guesthouse, Fredesheim

Response Concerning Russian
Mennonite Medics During World
Warn
by David G. Rempel
Editor's note: The Mennonite Hisiorian
received a lengthy response from Dr. David
Rempel concerning comments accompanying
a picture in the special issue on COs (xvi~ 3,
September 3, 1991, p.lO). Only a small part
of that response is printed here. As most
readers will realize, Dr. Rempel has since
passed away.
Discussions are underway
regarding the possible publication of the
complete 11UlnUSCript in The Journal of
Mennonite Studies.
First, the statement that these "Russian
Mennonite cas who served as medics in the
Russian Army during WWl," is incorrect.
The approximately 6,000 Mennonite service
men involved in this kind of alternate service
did so not in the army, but in public or in
private agencies and organizations outside the
government. Among these were the AllRussian Zemstvo Union, the All-Russian
Union of Cities, the Red Cross, the United
Council of the Nobility, and a few small
private agencies, with all of them bearing the
costs of maintaining them.
The second assertion which is in need of
considerable clarification has reference to the
fact that a number of these medics had been
captured on the front by the enemy and had
been imprisoned in Germany for the duration
of tbe war. It concludes: "When they were
released, Moscow authorities [emphasis mine]
accused them of being spies, and it took
some time to clear up the matter before they
could get bome." Here the chief query is as
to whether tbe accusation actually came from
Moscow or Petrograd authorities, a matter of
greatest importance, and whether it emanated
from military or civilian officials. The best
known Mennonite accounts leave no doubt
that the accusations came from military
authorities in Petrograd, not Moscow, in
which latter case they would have had to
come from civilian officials. Unfortunately,
so far we have no account from a study of
the archival materials of the Headquarters of
Hospital Trains of the All-Russian Zemstvo
Union....
In sum, I firmly believe that the leaders
of the All-Russian Zemstvo Union, the AllRussian Union of Cities, the Red Cross, the
Council of the United Nobility and other less
known agencies which depended to so large
a degree upon the unstinted work: of our
(cont'd on p.7)

Page 7

Response Concerning Medics

(conl'd

fromp.6)

selVicemen, were firmly convinced that the
ca. 6,000 of them rendered incomparably
more valuable service to their Russian
motherland than they could possibly have
rendered in the country's armed forces.
Unfortunately the tsarist regime, after the fall
of 1914, seldom or never allowed the Red
Cross to openly and freely inform the general
public of the esteem in which they held our
men and the valuable work they performed.
It is imperative that Mennonite historians,
once the opportunity presents itself, obtain
access to the archival materials of these
agencies and organizations, study the relevant
documents and make them readily available
to our constituency. The few currently
available studies, mainly doctoral dissertations
in history departments of American
universities directly or indirectly relating to
one or several of the agencies under
consideration, scarcely even mention the work
of the medics in hospitals and hospital trains.
An illustration is William Ewing Gleason's
doctoral dissertation in the history
department of Indiana University, 1972,
entitled: "The All-Russian Union of Towns
and the All-Russian Union of Zemstvos in
World War I: 1914-1917", which stresses
particularly the often very difficult relations of
these agencies with the tsarist government
officials.

More on CO Experiences
Editor's note: This swnmer several CO
reunions were held in Be, one in Clearbrook
and one in Black Creek.. The following is a
report by one of the participants.

by Leslie Schmidt
I was born in Dalmeny, Saskatchewan,
November 5, 1920. My parents immigrated
from Central U.S.A at the tum of the
century to Saskatchewan. In 1934 we moved
to British Columbia.
In March, of 1941, while attending bible
school in Yarrow, I received my call for
military service. I was a member of the
South Abbotsford M.B. Church (baptized in
1939). I received a letter from the church to
verify my C.O. status. I sent the letter and
my call to the recruiting officer. At the end
of April, I was informed that I should go to
Green Timbers in a few days. This was the
collection depot of all B.C. COs.
With a group of COs, we were taken by
boat and bus to Campbell River. There we
were transferred by truck to the camp. This
was known as Ouinsom (0-2). Since I had
been involved in construction for five years, I

was asked with a few men'to complete the
unfinished cabins and build a kitchen and
dining facility. We lived in tents (part wood)
till September. By this time we had built
permanent cabins for the winter. These
cabins were pre-cut and each cabin housed
eight men. Our camp had ten cabins. The
kitchen and dining room was approximately
20 feet x 60 feet which selVed as a meeting
place for recreation and church.
Shortly after our arrival I was asked to
supervise the construction gang. I could
choose anyone in the camp to join us. A few
other men had been carpenters. Our group
consisted of eight men. We had a very
efficient group and worked very well. After
completing our own camp we were
authorized to build new camps for the new
recruits. They gave us a cook, flunky and a
truck to transfer the men and materials. We
built permanent facilities for 0-3.
In the spring 00943 we built camp 0-7.
Since the road was not complete we went to
work by boat across the lake. This was
approximately one hour each way. Our
construction gang had special privileges.
There was no rationing of scarce foods. We
We
could order anything we wanted.
completed our project ahead of schedule and
were given an extra extended leave to the
mainland. I wish to extend a word of thanks
to the men in our gang. They worked hard
and did not complain if we worked extra
hours.
There were 80 men living at 0-2. There
was a mixture of about 15 different
denominations.
About 60% were
Mennonites. A few (7 or 8) were Seventh
Day Adventists, Jehovah's Witnesses (7 or 8),
a few were from the United Church, some
were Presbyterians and 5 or 6 were Plymouth
Brethren. There were also a few Old Colony
Mennonites.
The spiritual life was very good. About
70% attended the services on a regular basis.
We had our own male choir. We also had
our own speakers. We were privileged to
have men like Frank Peters and Dave
Neumann. Some had received some training
as ministers and were very talented and
dedicated to break the Bread of Life to us.
I also had the priviJege to sing in a quartet
with two Balzer brothers and Frank Peters.
We were invited to sing and speak in
different churches on the island. We were
well accepted and sang in local mainline
churches (United, Anglican, etc.). We also
enjoyed fellowship with the Black Creek M.B.
and G.C. churches.
The Black Creek
churches treated us royally and we enjoyed
the Mennonite food and hospitality.
Our experiences with the Jehovah

Witnesses were not too positive. They did
not attend our services or take part in other
religious activities. They propagated their
own literature and had some success in
winning Old Colony men. Their lifestyle was,
in our view, anything but Christian. On
weekends they frequently visited the beer
parlours and dances at Campbell River. The
camp dirCl:tor did not think they should be at
camp. Shortly after their arrival he prohibited
them from distributing any literature at camp.
We had good fellowship with the men
from the mainline churches and from the
Seventh Day Adventists. The Seventh Day
Adventists had their own services on Saturday
and joined us on Sunday. They also took
part in prayer meetings and male choirs. We
were also privileged to have visiting ministers
from the mainland. These were spiritual
highlights and greatly appreciated.
Mail day was also very important. We
received mail almost every week. I had the
privilege of my family visiting at camp. My
mother, sister, and three brothers visited at
different times. I was also priviJeged to
receive a number of leaves to the mainland.
The scenery at the camps was not very
good. Most of the area was burned out. It
was beautiful near the lakes and a few areas
that were not destroyed by fire. There was a
lot of wild life. Birds and deer were plentiful,
as were rabbits and skunks, etc. The new
road that our camp built opened up an
unexplored area. The deer had never been
hunted and therefore were very tame. It
became a hunter's paradise. The forestry
officials came on the weekends to shoot the
deer. Then they hired us to pack them out
of the bush. They paid us $1.00 per deer.
They strapped them on our backs and
sometimes we would carry them 4 or 5 miles.
The deer weighed 100 - 130 pounds. Every
deer carried gave us two days pay. The funds
were greatly appreciated.
In May 1943, we had completed our last
camp (0-7). They did not need any new
camps in that area. One morning the
director came to me and asked why I had
come to camp. I had lost 90% of my sight
on my right eye in a construction accident at
age 18. This put me into an E category and
this would exempt me from military service.
At the time he offered me a job for the
forestry service. I was to supervise the
repair of some parks on Vancouver Island.
He gave me some time to go to Vancouver
(Little Mountain) and get a complete
discharge from all services. He suggested
that I take all my belongings with me. So in
May, 1943, after one year I was released of
my obligation to our great country and
government.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Nafziger, Elfrieda Toews. A Man ofHis
Wont. A Biography of John A. Toews.

(Winnipeg: Centre for Mennonite
Brethren Studies, 1992). Pb.,
183pp.,$13.95
Reviewed by Wilfred Martens
Books, essays, and articles have been
written about John A Toews which address
his role as professor, pastor, chairman,
brother, president, mentor, chaplain, author,
editor, and so forth. This book is unique.
Written by his daughter, it includes many of
these titles but adds another, father.
There is high risk when a son or daughter
writes a biography about a parent. Historical
events may be twisted into biased
perspectives; important data may be omitted
because it is too painful; minor attributes or
experiences may be expanded out of
proportion as a means of emphasizing
particular qualities. This biography largely
avoids these dangers. It is well-written and
quite balanced. It provides a comprehensive
scope on the life of Toews, and it does so in
a balanced manner by including strengths and
weaknesses, celebrations and
disappointments, successes and failures.
To refer to this as an "untypical"
biography is not to demean it. There are
many family stories published. This one is
different from most.
Because Toews
embodied so much of the modern history of
the MBs, and because he participated so
actively in the life and work of the
denomination, it is as much a history of the
MBs, its leaders, churches, institutions, as it
is a story of his life.
In a history/biography such as this it is
important for the author to clearly distinguish
between fact and perception. One example
in which this distinction is blurred occurs in
Chapter 5, "Leadership and Responsibility,"
when she reviews the transition in leadership
at the Biblical Seminary in Fresno. She
writes, "In 1955 the U.S. Area Conference
had established a seminary at Fresno under
the direction of Dr. G.W. Peters, a Dallas
Theological Seminary graduate, causing some
to caD Fresno a 'mini-Dallas'." While it is
true that Peters taught at the Dallas
Seminary, he did not graduate from it. He
received his degree from Hartford Seminary
in Connecticut. Later in the same paragraph
the author states, "'!be fact that he and G.W.
Peters had strong theological differences may
also have influenced his stance." This "fact"
might be better considered a perception.

While these points may seem trivial, this
period of history was very significant in the
development of the Biblical Seminary in
Fresno. There were, and continue to be,
differences of perception about that period of

Division and Professor of English
(CA) Pacific College.

time.

Good Books have published an explosion
of quilt books in the last few years. A
Treasury of Mennonite Quilts by Rachel and
Kenneth Pellman, experts in this field, is a
handsome 8 1/2 x 11", 128-page illustrated
full colour volume of historic quilts, some
dating back to the tum of the century.
($19.95) To aid present day quilters, designer
Cheryl A Benner has collaborated on a series
of pattern books with Rachel T. Pellman.
Country Quilts for Children (224 pp., $12.95)
includes basic instructions for the beginner as
well as patterns for two large quilts. Three
volumes of Favorite Applique Patterns ($15.95
each) contain an assortment of 26 actual size
patterns each, together with instructions and
fabric requirements. Additional separate
volumes provide the patterns for The Country
Paradise Quilt (223 pp., $12.95) and The
Country Lily Quilt (104 pp., $12.95). Prices
listed are USA currency, since Good Books
publishes out of Intercourse, PA However,
buy their Amish Quilts 1993 calendar and you
receive coupons entitling you to 33% off
these prices.
If you'd rather eat than stitch, Louise
Stolzfus, Favorite Recipes from Quilten (329
pp., $11.95) has over 900 recipes in 14 food
categories from appetizers to condiments.

In spite of an occasional weakness such
as this, the book is a significant addition to
the shelf of MB histories. Toews was a
significant leader of the MBs - and the
larger Mennonite world as well.
He
reminded us that our MB history must be
viewed as part of the larger Mennonite
picture. As an advocate of mutuality, he
served an important role in nudging the MBs
toward greater cooperation with other
Mennonite conferences and groups. This
book reminds us of his work toward that end.
But it is also the story of a father written
by a daughter. Although she has written with
considerable Objectivity, one still senses a
tone of love and respect. The reader gets a
picture of a father who was a bit dogmatic in
his earlier years, but who became more
mellow and tolerant later. The author has
apparently done a thorough job of research
- places, events, dates, names, institutions,
experiences, most appear to have historical
verity. These are supported by a number of
endnotes for each chapter. Several pages of
black and white photos in the centre of the
book add interest and personalize Toews as
a father, grandfather, and husband.
Although an index is often not part of a
family biography, it would have been very
useful in this book, inasmuch as it is also a
history of the MBs and its institutions. An
index would serve as a useful aid in
identifying specific items in the story.
It may be true that "you can't judge a
book by its cover," but several aspects of the
cover seem a bit strange. Toews' son David
(a prominent poet who has written several
excellent books of poetry) is given equal
billing with his sister the author, yet his name
does not appear at the end of the preface
which he wrote. The photo on the cover, an
anonymous person apparently speaking with
two others, may confuse some who see the
words printed under it, "A Biography of John
A Toews." It obviously is not Toews, whose
photo appears on the back cover instead
Stories are effective and popular way to
convey the truths of a people, a community,
a culture. And stories about our leaders are
particularly important. This book is an
interesting and well-written story which helps
us appreciate the significant contribution of
J.A Toews, while at the same time it helps us
better understand our past, our present, and
our future.
Wilfred Martens is Chair of Humanities

oJ
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BOOK NOTES

Stephen Scott, Amish Houses and Barns (158
pp., $6.95US), features three farmsteads that
have been in Amish hands for 130 -165 years
in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana. The
numerous illustrations and sensitive text do
much more than introduce a particular
architecture and farmyard layout. Like Grace
Kaiser's autobiographical account of serving
as a country doctor in the Amish area of
Pennsylvania, Detour (188 pp., $9.95) and
Levi Miller's novel, Ben's Wayne (165 pp.,
$10.95), Scott's book offers rich insight into a
way of life that is still possible. All three are
published by Good Books.

More on Winnipeg Bible SChools
The June, 1992 issue of the Mennonite
Historian featured an article on tbe Winnipeg
German Bible School. Bible Classes were
also held in the 1930s in the basement of the
Schoenwieser Church on Alexander Ave. I
attended these classes in tbe winter of 193637. The next winter, my father, Peter H.
Enos, started a class in our home near St.
Elizabeth, MB. I would be glad to provide
more information.
Elizabeth Enns (Ph. 284-0883)

